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the titular of which, Professor Villari, was an old
friend of our life in Florence, and begged him to
go at once to Budini and urge the countermanding
of the telegram of the previous night, for, as the
federal government had no jurisdiction in the case,
it could not comply, and the imperious demand of
the Italian government, intended for home consump-
tion and as demonstration of the high spirit of the
ministry, was certain to be peremptorily responded
to, while the menace of sending the ironclad fleet
to New Orleans was absurd and impossible of execu-
tion as the Mississippi did not admit ships of their
draft, to say nothing of the defenses of the river and
the certainty of war if the ultimatum were pushed.
Villari at once took a cab and drove to the house of
the minister, and we never heard anything more of
the matter.

The presence (which nothing but the amorphous
state of Italian politics could explain), in that scratch
ministry, of Villari, one of the most devoted, honest
and patriotic of living Italians and for years one of
my best friends in Italy, secured my support of the
ministry until their financial measures came on, and
I was obliged to expose their specious character in
the " Times," when our friendly relations ceased
temporarily. Political opponents in Italy are more
likely to meet with seconds than at a friendly dinner
party, as used to be the case in the days of Min-
ghetti and Sella, and this passionate personal antag-
onism for purely political motives which influences
all political and social intercourse in Italy is one of
the gravest causes of political decline.